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Territorial Acknowledgment  and Welcome – Derek, Janet, Ruby and Declan 
 
Welcome to this shared service of St. Thomas Wesley and Knox United Churches.  
We are proud to be on the Affirming ministry journey.  
We are grateful to live on Treaty 6 Territory and the homeland of the Metis nation.   
We are all treaty people.   
 
Lighting the Christ Candle 
 
Creation is made of star-stuff.   
From the basic building blocks of the universe, come fire, air, earth, and water.   
All creation sings praise to the Creator. 
We welcome the Christ to brighten and ground our worship. 
May this spark of Divine Energy be a beacon of hope to all  
(Light the Candle) 
 
Let us pray:  
 
Spirit of life, leaves turn, the world turns, our lives turn, but we gather here this 
morning to be still, 
For a brief time, and dedicate this time to you. 
Let us feel you gathering us into the great love story of the universe, 
Reconciling us with our stories, with all our relations, 
That we may turn towards one another in communion and solidarity.  Amen.  

 A Reading from Matthew 22:34-46                                                           

34 One of the Pharisees, a lawyer, asked Jesus a question to test him. 36“Teacher, 
which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37 Jesus said to him, “’You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.’ 38This is the greatest and first commandment. 39And a second is like it: ‘You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40On these two commandments hang all the 
law and the prophets.” 

 

 



Reflection      

What’s on the exam, we’ve all wondered?  Jesus gets a test question by a religious 
leader, who is also a lawyer.  Jesus answers straight from the heart, the deep centre 
of their shared sacred scriptures.  He quotes verses from Deuteronomy, known as 
the Shema: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind.” “And,” Jesus adds, quoting from Leviticus this time, 
“love your neighbor as yourself.” 

Easier said than done.   Who is God, and who is my neighbor? What does it mean 
to love them? Wrestling with these questions is at the heart of discipleship.  

The fact that Jesus attaches "Love your neighbour as you love yourself" to "Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind" is a bit sneaky. He actually gives two "greatest" commandments. 

But Jesus goes further. He also says: 

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.  Matthew 22:40 

In this radical linking of love of God with love of neighbour and self as the 
"Greatest," Jesus makes all other laws about purity, cleanliness, rituals, sacrifices, 
etc. secondary. In other words, he has just cut the privileged status out from under 
the feet of the religious leaders whose position depends on these secondary laws. 
Yikes. No wonder they saw Jesus as a threat to the status quo. 

Love is bigger than any of our smaller rules and notions about what is proper and 
what is the right way. 

We are asking “who is my neighbour” in a new light, as Treaty 6 people, learning 
about our colonial history and white privilege. How do we share the resource of this 
land with the neighbours who were here long before many of us came?  And we have 
a lot to learn about loving in a culturally-appropriate way.  Our Knox- STW study 
group is discussing the book White Fragility. We shared our stories about how we 
became aware of our racial identity.  One member talked about her mother, part of 
the women’s league at church, preparing clothes  for children and  delivering them 
to neighbouring reserves. She felt good about that, yet remembers feeling an “ouch” 
when the women wanted to go back and make sure the clothes were being used in 
the “proper way”.  Why was this necessary, she remembers thinking?   Loving and 
sharing with your neighbours, yet accepting their difference, and their different ways 
without trying to control, is  the work loves needs to do.  

And what about when it’s hard to love your neighbours, when you are at odds or can’t 
even stand them?  The "love" that is being called for is not emotion; it is not "liking," 
"getting along with," "desiring," or "feeling warm about." The "love" Jesus is talking 
about here is trust, loyalty, enduring devotion, being attached to. You may not like 



your neighbour, but you will still love them in the Biblical sense if you continue to act 
for their well-being. 

Exactly what love looks like in a given context may differ, but the calling remains 
the same. In Matthew Jesus tends to the needs of whoever is most vulnerable, 
making visible the invisible and moving the marginalized directly to the center. 
Whether he encounters them in houses or in public squares, in the backwoods or 
in the temple, on the road or in villages, desperate for safety or for healing, Jesus 
meets them where they are and brings the healing power of God.  By the way, we 
will know, in an encounter that crosses out path, when we are called to love our 
neighbor. There will be a challenge presented to us, and that is when this teaching, 
if imprinted upon our hearts and memory, will guide us to right action.  

Do you want to know how to love God with your whole self? Practice loving your 
neighbor. Do you want to know how to love your neighbor? Practice loving God. 
Repeat. Then do it again.  So, let’s dare to add a third teaching. If the scriptures 
were being updated, here is a teaching that I am sure Jesus would be sharing with 
us. 

We can only love others as much as we love ourselves. It takes some work to 
forgive ourselves, be kind to ourselves, as we might be to others we love.  Have 
you noticed that when you love someone, you find it easier to forgive or not even 
notice their failings and mistakes- you are always encouraging them to move 
forward and feel good about themselves and about life.  So why is it harder to the 
same with ourselves? When we are tempted to beat ourselves up, to be harsh with 
ourselves, picture what a good friend would be telling us.  We all need practice in 
this area, of loving ourselves. 

Because it is all one: loving God with all our hearts, and minds, and strength; loving 
our neighbours as ourselves, and loving ourselves…it is all about a  compassionate, 
passionate, caring, learning, forgiving and reconciling process.  Love is having a 
great passion for the well-being for others, for of all life, and acting upon it – even 
with joyful defiance and resistance to injustice. This is the kind of loving God has 
in mind. 

Prayers of the People 

River of Life, Bread of Heaven, we come to drink deeply of our grace and 
forgiveness, that we may offer grace and forgiveness to others. We come to eat at 
your table, spread for all the peoples to share sustenance and friendship. Move us 
to work worldwide for all your children to know the fullness of life.  Be with Your 
people who are confronted with health and life challenges. Wrap your healing love 
‘round Georgie Kyle, Jack Hillson, Dave Rugg, Lindsay Fast, Olga Tisnic’s daughters 
Sylvia and Shirley. We pray that Doug Findlay’s surgery goes ahead as scheduled. 
Strengthen us to keep one another safe in these times and provide what we need 
to live well. Amen.  



STW Announcement 

It’s been wonderful recording services with Karen for some months now. We’re 
changing it up with a new tech team, and should be ready for the Nov. 15 service.  
The Nov. 1 and Nov. 8 services will  be prepared by Rev. Brian Maitland at Knox, 
and sent out from our church offices as usual.  It has been a pleasure preparing 
worship for both congregations!  The Nov. 22  STW service has an Affirming, as 
well as Anniversary, focus.  I invite you to sing along with our closing hymn, My 
Love Colours Outside the Lines.   

Hymn MV138 “My Love Colours Outside the Lines”   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YtmMb5ByX4Y 

1 My love colours outside the lines, exploring paths that few could ever find; 
and takes me into places where I’ve never been before, and opens doors to worlds 
outside the lines.  

2  My Lord colours outside the lines, turns wounds to blessings, water into 
wine; and takes me into places where I’ve never been before and opens doors to 
worlds outside the lines.  

Chorus: We’ll never walk on water if we’re not prepared to drown, body and soul 
need a soaking from time to time. And we’ll never move the grave-stones if we’re 
not prepared to die, and realize there are worlds outside the lines.  

3  My soul longs to colour outside the lines, tear back the curtains, sun, come 
in and shine; I want to walk beyond the boundaries where I’ve never been before, 
throw open the doors to the worlds outside the lines.  

Chorus: We’ll never walk on water if we’re not prepared to drown, body and soul 
need a soaking from time to time. And we’ll never move the grave-stones if we’re 
not prepared to die, and realize there are worlds outside the lines. 

 4  My soul longs to colour outside the lines, tear back the curtains, sun, come 
in and shine; I want to walk beyond the boundaries where I’ve never been before, 
throw open the doors to the worlds outside the lines. 

Blessing and Commissioning     

Go into the world with a daring and tender love.   Go forward equipped by 
the Spirit, ready to exercise your calling. Receive and share the blessings of 
being alive in this awesome Creation!  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YtmMb5ByX4Y

